
For Release vJednesd.ay 
January 1, 1941 E-1231 

U.S. D3PARTI-E1IT OF LABOR 
WAGE Ain) HOUR D i v i s i o n -

Washington _ - • 

$100,000,000 MORE TO SU3-STAHDARD PAY EIIV2L0PES III 1941 

"American jrouth, s t a r t i n g on i t s f i r s ' t ^vorthv/hiie job today, i s going to 

be proud to remember exper iencing t h e year 1 9 4 1 , " sa id Colonel P h i l i p B* Fleming, 

Adminis t ra tor of the Wage and Hour D iv i s i on , i n a ITew Year ' s s t a t emen t , ' 

I ' Intense n a t i o n a l e f fo r t i s going to make us a l l l i v e a g r e a t dea l more 

i n 1941, We a re going to v/itness t h e m o b i l i z a t i o n of American manpoy/er. We a r e 

going to i n c r e a s e n a t i o n a l s t r e n g t h , a l so n a t i c n a l h e a l t h and v/ealth, 

"The VJcge .and Hour Lav/ i s now func t ion ing as i t v/as i n t ended . The 40-hour 

overtime p e n a l t y i s has ten ing the employment of America. I t i s caus ing the, 

t r a i n i n g of new v/oriccrs i n s t ead of the exhaus t ion of the p r e s e n t work f o r c e . I t 

i s causing mul t i i i lc s h i f t s on prod.uction niachipes I'/hich otherv/ isc would slov/ 

dovm or s top v/hen f a t i gue overtclres the v/orkcr, 

"There h^-ve been too raanjr pay envelopes i n t h i s coiuitry c o n t a i n i n g l e s s 

than $16 for <a f u l l week's v/ork, Iji 1941, the niniaium \ir̂ .QC v d l l o.dd. more than 

$100,000,000 to these paj ' envelopes . The i n c r e a s e w i l l go to .about a m i l l i o n 

v/orkors, VJc hr.vc obt.aincd about $5,500,000 i n r e s t i t u t i o n for .about 200,000 

v/orkcrs, 

"Enplo3''ors unders tand the l.av; now and they .arc for i t , e s p e c i a l l y those i n 

lOM v/agc indLUstrics, Cj'-cles of v/agc and p r i c e cxit t ing in those i n d u s t r i e s .are ' 

nov/ t h i r d s cf the p.ast, 

"A r a d i c a l dopar turc i n 1938, the Wage rjid Hour Law, tod.ay i s an American 

i n s t i t u t i o n . " 
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